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ADVERTISEMENT. 


5 I HE following Appeal is not addreſſed 


to the Paſſions, -or to the People. Local 
expreſſions, and even a technical manner, 


that may perplex and revolt a common 


Reader, have been unavoidable in a com- 


poſition of this kind. It is a N/AraTive 
or FACTS, preſented 19. The Underſtand- 
ings and the Conſetenves*of tho who are 

| moſt concerned and beſt⸗ quilifiefl to con- 
ider them. It echibits one great Example 
of that Usvkrariox of the Company's 


Servants, of that Six IT of DISoBEDIENex, 


I had almoſt ſaid RE BELLION, Which, while 


it threatens our Affairs in India with inſtant 


Ruin, holds forth a Soleciſm in Politics that 

is a Mockery of every Idea of Government 
and legal authority. Nor does this Caſe . 
ſtand ſingle or unconnected; it was engen- 


dered by much Miſchief that went before, 


and was pregnant with more that followed; 
a full Account of which ſhall be ſubmitted, 


in due time, to the Wiſdom of the Legiſla- 


ture, and the impartial Jodgment of the 
Public. | 
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Durbar, 1 c NMabob's Court 

Nabob, 133 ke King's Governor of a Provitce 
Naib-Subadar, the Nabob's Deputyand Lieutenant 
Nizam, ) + Country Prine e 

Nizamut, EL Nizam's Governnent 
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a Court of criminal Ice 
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8 + RS 4 + 3 22 WES; P 3 SM: 


To make the following Papers intelligible 
to the Public, it may be neceſſary to in- 
troduce them by a ſhort State of Two 
Facts to which they relate, E TO 


_ 19th Ontober, 1 1 74 


E E N FS emi Col. N 
VV and Mr. Francis, arrived in Bengal, 
they found the Nabob Mahomed Reza Cawn, . 
who had for many years filled the firſt offices 
of the ſtate, in the greateſt diſtreſs, and living _ 
in a ſmall miſerable houſe near Calcutta, a pri- 
ſoner at large. He had been diveſted of his 
employments, and brought down a priſoner to 
Calcutta, in a manner the molt diſgraceful to a 
perſon of his high rank, ſoon after Mr. Haſt- 
ingss acceſſion to the Government in May 1772. 
Various charges were then brought againſt him 
of embezzlement, mal-adminiſtration, &c. and 
: „ 4 parti - 


T5 1 

particularly of being concerned i in. monopolies, 
which contributed to the famine, On theſe 
charges he was publicly tried by the Preſident 
and Council: And notwithſtanding the known 
and avowed diſpoſition of the Court of Direc- 
tors (as conſtituted at that time) to accompliſh 
his ruin; and in ſpite of the influence of the 

Government i in Bengal, he was honourably ac- 

quitted; but not reinſtated. His accuſers, and 
their abettors, irritated at their defeat, left this 
great and good man, (for ſuch he is, if ever 
a native of India deſerved that character) over- 

whelmed with debts, and ruined by his long at- 

tendance in Calcutta, to periſh in miſery and 
oblivion; that is, to ſuffer. all the penalties, 
except loſs of honour, which could have been 
inflicted upon him, if his innocence had not 
been eſtabliſhed as clear a as the Sun. | 


Iv this bnd he een qt the Com- 
pany's orders of the 3d of March, 1775, were 
received by the Governor General and Council. 
In their letter of that date they ſay, that they 
* are well pleaſed in finding him able to excul- 
pate himſelf from all the charges brought 
& againſt him, to the ſatisfaction of their ſer- 
„ vants,” They ſay they can-haye no objection 
to his total enlargement; and, in the end, 
they direct, that * if he can, with propriety, 
accept of the office of Roy Royan, he ſhould 


« be Se tics? thereto:" 8 8 
n 


: t 8 
On the 18th: of October, 1775; the Gover- 
nor General and Council conſidering the general 
intent of the preceding orders, and obſerving 
that the Court of Directors had fallen into a 
miſtake with reſpect to the office of Roy Rogan. 
which could not be held b id by a Muſſulman, de- 
termined to recommend Makomed Reza Cawn 
to that of Naib Subadar, on the ſame principles 
which the Company themſelves had adgpted, 
and preciſely on the plan which they had po- 
ſitively ordered to be purſued, in their letter 
of the 28th of Auguſt, 1771, for the adminiſ- 
ſtration of the affairs of the country govern- 
ment. The reſolution of the Board was oppoſed 
by Nr. Hastings and Mt; Bärwell, but highly 
approved of hy the Court” of Directors. Ia 
heir letter of che 24th f December, 1775, they 
ſay, Fhat his abilities have been danch 
* manifeſted ; that official experience qialifies 
* him for ſo high a tation, in a more eminent 
degree than any other native with whom the 
49 edwp am has been connected: That, a8 io 
< proofs of mal-adminifttation have been etal 
+. bliſhed againſt him, during the ſtrict inveſti? | 
*. gation” of his conduct, or ſince his retite- 
ment, they cannot but apptove of tlie Board's 
<< recommendation of him to'the NY, co con- : 
+ \titure- him his Naib: That they a are well 
, pleaſed: at his having received that appojnt- 
ment; and that they authorize the Board to 
« aſſure him of their favour.” . 


Oz - B 2 | On 


. F C3 - 
che 23d of February, 1778, a letter in 
the name of the young Nabob, Mobarick ul 
Dowla, notoriouſly fabricated at Calcutta, was 
produced at the Board. In this letter he is 


made to aſſert; that he is arrived at years of 


maturity, and to demand poſſeſſion of all the 
offices held by Mahomed Reza Cawn. The ad 
of March was appointed, by agreement, for 

taking it into conſideration. On that day it 
was reſolved, by a majority of the members 

preſent, that the Nabob's letter ſhould be re- 
. to the Court of en for e . 


eee 
on the 5 of March, the precoding . 5 


tion was reverſed by the caſting voice of Mr, 


Haſtings, united with that of Mr. Barwell, who 
attended; and all che Nena e com- 
plied with. 


On che 4th, of May, che Nabob wrote to 
the Governor to inform him, that he had ap- 
pointed Sudder ul Hoc Cawn (a poor ſuper- 
annuated dependant of Mr. Haſtings) to be his 
Naib, and Raja Gourdas (the fon of Nun- 
comar) to the office of the Nizamut. He alſo 
deſired that the ſalary allotted by the Company 


to the ſupport of a Miniſter of the Government, 1 


and 8 eee rer. Mahomed Reza To 


* 


E * 


To his mother-in-law, Munny pg, 72,000,0 


To his mother Baboo Begum, 36,000,0+ 
To Sudder ul Hoc Cawn, - 173, ooo, 
Fo Gourdols, "> - = 72,0000 


Sicea Rupees, 2,58,000,0 | 


| s is to be Ne however, that this ſum 
d the amount of Mahomed Reza Cawn's 
. falary by 18,000 rupees, which the Nabob de- 
fires may be given by the Board, in order that 
his own revenues may ſuffer no diminution. Bs 


On the 11th of May, 1778, all theſe requeſts 
were complied with by the majority. The 
Company's orders, on the parts of this tranſac- 
tion which had come to their knowledge, were 
received at Calcutta the 13th of November, 
1779. The following extracts from their letter 


of the 4th of Ke nn 1779. contain an _ 
copy of them. eee e 


Extra 


6 oy 


1 


p Erlen 15 Sa s 8 . 40 | Bag, 
| o, the 4th February, 1779. No. . 11 of 
7 700 3 Pan acnατ 8. „ 
We by no means approve your late proceed- 
ings on the application of the Nabob Mobareck 
ul Powlzh for the remoyal of the Naib Soubah- 
dah, The requiſition of Mobareck ul Dowlah 
wasimproperand unfriendly, becauſe he muſt have 
known, that the Jate appointment of Mohamed 
Reza Kawn to the office of Naib Subahdah [Minif- ? 
ter] had been marked with the Company's ſpe- 
ciel approbation, and that the Court of Direc- 
tors had aſſured him of their favour, ſo long as 
a rm attachment to the Company's intereſt, and 
a proper diſcharge of the duties of his ſtation, 
would render him worthy of their protection. 
We therefote repeat our declaration, that to re- 
quire the diſmiſſion of a prime miniſter thus 
circumſtanced, without producing the ſmalleſt 
proof of his infidelity to the Company, or ven- 
turing to charge him with one inſtance of mal- 
adminiſtration in the diſcharge of his public 
duty, was improper and inconſiſtent with the 
friendſhip ſubſiſting between the Nabob of Ben- 
gal oy the Company. 


PAR a 9. 


Admitting the Nabob's complaint, that Ma- 
homet Reza Kawn is not connected with him bj 
relative | 


La} 5 
relative ties, to 1 well founded, it by no means 
follows that he has been deficient i in duty or ſin- 
cere attachment to him, or that his power is op- 
preſſive and diſhonourable to the Nabob and his 
family; nor can aſſertions of this nature, unat- 
tended oy proof, have any 9 with us. 


PAN A0 AT 40. 


| 1 regard to the Nabob's claim, to take 

charge of his own affairs merely becauſe he is of 
age and thinks himſelf capable of conducting 
them, we find it declared by one of your mem- 
bers and not contradicted, that he knew with 
certainty, that the Nabob is in his own perſon 
utterly incapable of executing any of thoſe of- 
fices. which were deemed of eſſential importance 
to the. welfare of the country; and we are ſorry 
to find that neither this declaration, nor the Pro- 


teſts of two: Members of the Council, ſeem to 


have been thought worthy of an anſwer by * 
majority of the Board. 


Pax AchAR 1. 


The Nabob hopes from your favour and juſ- 
tice, to be delivered from the authority of Ma- 
homet Reza Khan. He ventures to declare the 
Company ſolely indebted to the warm ſupport 
of his anceſtors for their preſent greatneſs and 
advantages. He claims the management and 
adminiſtration of the Soubahdarrie as his right, 
and ſays it will be highly inequitable in the Com- 
pany to refuſe their eee to his requeſt. 

4 5  PaRAGRAPH 


U 


PANAMA 13. 


We 505 a over theſe extraordinary ſuggeftions 
of the Nabob without reply; only obſerving, 
that in juſtice to him and ourſelves, we muſt. 
take the beſt care in our power of the peace 
and internal good government of the country; 
and we are not diſpoſed to hazard the effects 
which might be occaſioned by committing the 
entire management thereof to his inexperience, | 
without enjoining him to accept ſuch aſſiſtance, 
and to employ ſuch miniſters about his perſon, 
as may be deemed . on the part of the 
India Company. 


PARAGRAPH. 1 3. 


The 23d of February we find the Nabob's 
letter and a queſtion thereon was circulated to 
the different members of the Board for their opt- 
nions to be taken at the next meeting of Coun- 
cil, which meeting happened on the 2d March; 
but one of the members being aa did 
not . at . Board. 


Pe 14. 


We have carefully noticed your debates vpon | 
the ſubject. The reſolution of Council of that 
day, that the Nabob's letter ſhould be referred 
to the Court of Directors, for their deciſion, 
and that no reſolution ſhould be taken in Ben- 
gal on his requiſitions without our ſpecial orders 


and ens, appears to us very proper: 
we 


we muſt therefore ME our diſapprobation 
on finding the ſaid reſolution reſcinded, on the 


frivolous pleas urged by the . fe the 
Board thtee days afterwards, 


Pax ACRAPH 1 5. 


"i the abſence o a. member of Council. were 
ſufficient to preclude the diſcuſſion of any ſub- 
jet, which might have been referred for con- 
fideration by a former Board, or to invalidate 
_ reſolutions taken during ſuch abſence, it would 
be in the power of any member effectually to 
defeat the ends propoſed by the inſtitution of a 
Council, and to put a total ſtop to public buſi- 
neſs. We ſhall not waſte time in refuting claims 
of privilege advanced on this occaſion, becauſe 
they appear to us unworthy of RR 
and beneath all argument, | 


| PARAGRAPH 16. 


The Nabob having intimated chat he had re- 
peatedly ſtated the trouble and uneaſineſs which 
he had ſuffered from the Naibſhip of the Niza- 
mut being veſted in Mahomed Reza Khan, we 
obſerve one of the members of your Board de- 
ſired the Nabobꝰs repeated letters on the ſubject 
might be read; but this reaſonable requeſt was 


over- ruled, on a plea of ſaving the Board's time, 


which we can "YE no means acme as a tufficiens 
_— , 


e 5 PaRa- 


de 


- Paxaonars 17. 


© The Neibeb⸗ letters of the 25th and ao, of 


% 8 54 N 


Auguſt, of the 3d of September and 17th of 
November, leave us no doubt of the true de- 
ſign of this extraordinary buſineſs being to bring 
forward the Munny Begum, and again to inveſt 
her with i improper power and influence, not- 
withſtanding our former declarations,” that ſo 
great a part of the Nabob's allowance had been 
embearicd or 8 4 under ber e 
dance. Ag 

e Hr Piu 18. 


ee of your declaring nia the N abob's | 
demands were grounded on poſitive rights, 
which will not admit of diſcuſſion; that the 
Nizamut is his inheritance; that the dependants 
of the Nizamut, Adawlet, and Phouſdarry ap- 
pertain to that inheritance; that as he is pleaſed 
to demand and aſſert the poſitive rights of his 
office as Nizam of the provinces, there is no 
ground for depying his requeſt; and that-a re- 
ference to the Company would be an evaſion 
unbecoming the honour of government, - the 
Nabob might have been reminded that a Naib 
Subahdar was appointed, and the. office conti- 
nued without interruption or objection during 
the government of his anceſtors, who muſt have 
been ſuppoſed more capable of governing the 
provinces 11 a youth of twenty * of age. 


. . Para- 
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ven have ;eirguohed this Lite ou 
ermit all the preſent Judges and Of. 

ers bis of the Nizamut 15 Fotjedarry, Adawlets, 

ä be courts of crimmal juſtice ; aft af All 4 
Foujedars or officers appointed to guard e 

ce of the country to contin ue i 9 office until 
| ke; the Nabob/ thall Rave fore d c pf for à U 
arrangement of thoſe officers; he ir is with 

equal furprize and concern thi We obſerve This 
requeſt introduced, and the'! Nabob's off PAY 

rights ſo ſolemnly aſſerted at'this petfolt* rig our 


Governor General, becauſe, on a late occaſion, 


to ſerve a very different purpoſe, he has not E 


ſcrupled* to declare it as'viſible ag the light of 

the ſun, that the Nabob is a mere pageant, and 
without even the ſhadow of authority. No' 
circumſtance has happened ſince that declaration 
was made to render the Nabob more inde- 
pendent, nor to give him any degree of power 
.. or conſequence; you muſt therefore have been 


well apprized that your late conceſſions to 


Mobareck ul Dowlah were 1 and * 
ſuch rene 


5 e 20. 


Az Ye deem it for the welfare of the country 
that the office of Naib Soubahdar be for the 
. continued, and that this high office be 
8 Cc 3 „ 


3 7 
a * 


T4] 
0 by a perſon of wiſdom, experience, and of 
approved fidelity to the Company; and as we 
have no reaſon to alter the opinion given of 
Mahomed Neza Khan, in our letter of the 
24th December 1776, we poſitively direct, 
that you, forthwith ſignify to the Nabob, Mo- 
baxeck ul Dowlah our pleaſute, that Mahomed 
Reza Khan be immediately reſtored to the 
office of Naib Soubahdat; and we further di- 
rect that Mahomed Reza Khan be again affured 
of the continuance of our favor ſo long as 2 
firm atzachment to the intereſt of the Company, 
and a proper diſcharge of the duties of his ſta . 
ed ſhall render him Tay of our dei 
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M.. Francis. I move that the Company's 
orders, for the immediate reinſtatement of Ma- 
homed Reza Cawn in the offices he held in 
January 1778, be carried into execution, and 
that a copy of the laſt paragraph of the Com- 
pany's letter of the 4th of February 1779, toge- 
ther with an exact Perſian tranſlation thereof, be 
tranſmitted to the Nabob Mobarruck ul Dowla,/ 
and to Mahomed Reza Cawn, with a requiſi- 
tion on the part of the Governor General and 
Council to the Nabob, to conform to the in- 
junctions of the Court of Directors expreſſed in 
that paragraph. This motion of courſe ſup- 
Poſes that the Governor General ſnhall be re- 
queſted to Ggnify the reſolution of the Board on 
this ſubject, in the n een 2 OE to 
7 the en eee od 

e 1: 15. 


Mr. Wheeler. ; I agree to the motion. ; 


Governor General.. I muſt _ leave to deeline 
an immediate anfwer to the motioh, which 1 


will deliver at our next meeting, which it has 
been agreed ſhall be held to-morrow morning. 


FLOW 4 


Mr. Francis. 1 muſt beg that a formal reſo- 
ſolution on the motion may be taken now. It 
could not be unexpected, and the more ſo, as 
I particularly requeſted Mr. Barwell to ſtay, 

I cannot therefore be ſuſpected of want of can- 


dor in preſſing for the reſolution now. I came 
| determined to propoſe 1 it. | 


L 


—  Sitice Mir Erin ang 
an advantage of the abſerice of one of the mem- 
bers, Has inſiſted on an immediate deciſtoſi of 
the queſtiony I am compelled to give my affir- 
mative or negative to it I have declared that 
Fam not come prepared to deliver my opinion 
upon à ſubject of 16 much delicacy, and in- 
volving fo many conſequences. I ſhould have 


heen glad to have been allowed ſome time to 


conſider che nature and tendency of the offer; 
and to have accommodated the executioſ of it 
to all the circumſtances whith ought to be taken 
into conſideration in the determination upon it: 
the time that I have required is but the ſhort 
interval between this hour of three in the after · 
noon, and the hour of ten to-morrow. morning; 
* | enen, 


ny - 
however, as this privilege is now denied me, 
J ſhall: in this place, and at this time, ſimply 
content my ſelf with delivering my negative to 
the motion in the terms in which it 18 made. 


Mr. Francis. 1 could have no ideg of 8 
ing myſelf of Mr. Barwell's abſence, Every 
Gentleman at the Board I belieye heard me 
ſolicit him to ſtay; much leſs could I have a 
view of ſurprizing the Governor General on a 
ſubject on which he might be unprepared. The 
Company's Letter way received on Saturday the 


13th inſtant, though it has 1 1" that I my- 
ſelf did not ſee 1 it an Priday 1 laſt. 


Reſolved in the affirmative. 
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PRESENT, 


The Governor GI. 


M.rxr. BARWELL, . 
Mr. Francis, 


The Governor General moves, That the gh, | 
gth,' 10th, &c. to 20th paragraphs of the 
ſeparate general letter by the Barker, dated the 

4th February, 1778, with Mr. Francis's motion, 
_ the reſolution of the Board thereon be again 


read, —Agreed, 


The Governer General moves, That the Opi- . 
nions of the Board be taken, whether the above 


5 reſolution ſhall be approved. 
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Mr. Witter 1 mould be glad to aſk. the 
Governor General, whether he makes this motion 
upon the principle of confirming the minutes 
of the former Council, or on account of the 
abſence of Mr. Barwell at the time when the 

| 1 382280 was . * 


C _—_ 
tion in conformity to the conſtitution and actual 
n 


TS 


exiſting rule of this Government, that: all 
acts and orders paſſed at any meeting of the 
Board ſhall be approved in the ſucceeding 
Council, to give them their ſanction ; and I 
avail myſelf of this right, on account of the 
advantage which was ae taken on account 
as Mr. i e 1 nien e 16 20? 

15. Wheter. 1 am very un to 555 iter! bs 
1 of obſerving, that although 1 have had 
the honour of ficting at this Board near two 
years, it is, to the beſt of my recollection, the 
very firſt inſtance that the order, neceſſary” te 
give a ſanction to our proceedings, as deſcribed 
by the Governor General, has been complied 
with, in the ſenſe I believe it is now meant. I 
ſee no occaſion for the — nen _ 
therefore 1 Aln e it. 2713 Tit 


7 * A 
11 ＋ 


be Seen bert * is nor e tk 
this form ſhould be obſerved in every inſtance. 
It is always ſuppoſed,” when the Members of the 
Board tacitly agree to the omiſſion of it, the fore 
mular preface of every N hoe, _ 
dan to Sw, ir, | e INIOVY 
15. Whier. The minutes ef err Bok or 
Public Aſſembly that I have had the honour! to 
atrend, are conſtantly read at a ſubſequent meet 
W or ſuch Board or Aſſembiy, in order that 
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every e may be) Fully: ſatisfied that what 
he has ſaid or entered upon the records is faith-- 


fully repreſented or tranſcribed,” But I know 
not 4 ſingle inſtance when the minutes of any 
Board or Aſſembly have been read at a ſubſe- 
quent meeting with a view to overſet the reſolu- 
tions of a former meeting; if that was admitted 
in numerous aſſemblies, no queſtion could ever 
be finally decided. The objection, in my opi- 
nion, if it is ſo meant, holds equally ſtrong, and 


TJ am convinced will be treated with equal diſguſt 
by our ſuperiors, as they have already treated an 
act not er ae to . | 


1571 dee T be W + vl 3 was 
15 and compleat; it wants no confirmation, 
though it may be reverſed. The official form 
obſerved in the proceedings of a former Go. 
vernment, and continued under ours, is merely 


a form; andi: ſo little is it ever regarded, that the 
orders of one Council are conſtantly executed, 
if che be ac the mecting of the 
_— 31 10 0 ent Eno ad: FFF 
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M. Wheler 155 1 * true WR, * 
reaſon for the obſervance of ſuch a form: what - 


ever uſe or convenience there may be in continu- 
ing to obſerve it, it cannot operate againſt! — 
poſitive proviſion of an act of Parliament, made 


ſince the . in queſtion 1 was firſt inſtituted, and 
5 | 1 : which, 


5 LE 19 1 1 
| which; of courſe, ſuperſedes it, if in frally jt 

had ever had the effect and operation which 
the Governor General now attributes to it. 
The law ſays, That in all caſes whatſoever, 
wherein any difference of opinion ſhall ariſe 
” upon any queſtion propoſed in any conſulta- 


% tion, the Governor General and Council 
ſhall be bound and concluded by the opinion 


« and. deciſion of the major part of thoſe pre- 
« ſent.” —— The concluſion, by which the 
Council is bound, is inſtant and abſolute ; there 


is no reference to the confirmation of a ſub- 


ſequent. meeting. I am ſorry the Governor 
General ſhould repeat an objection, already, as 
I think, compleatly anſwered. I am not to 
blame if Mr. Barwell, notwithſtanding my ur- 
gent requeſt to the contrary, left the Board yeſ- 
terday at an early hour. I ſhould have been 
much better pleaſed if he had ſtaid, becauſe 1 
ſhould then have had the labour of one debate 
only, inſtead of two. On this ſubject I need ſay 
nothing more, ſince the Court of Directors 

themſelves have taken it up in a ſimilar inſtance, 
and given their opinion decidedly upon it, in 
the 15th Paragraph of the letter now before us. 


Mr. Bartvell. Had the reſolution fimply 
gone to the execution of the Company's orders, 
from the ſentiments delivered by the Governor 
General at the laſt meeting, the preſent queſtion 
would not have been agitated. His ohjection 
22 . to 


lad 


to o Mr. Francis s. motion ſtrikes me ad 7 
to the mode that motion preſcribes for carrying 
thoſe orders i into execution. Mr. Francis's mo- 
tion, in my opinion, conveys ſuch ſentiments 
as are not authorized: by the Company's letter. 
In the body of the motion I find theſe words, 
« with. a requiſition of the Governor General 
and Council to the Nabob, to conform to the 
injunctions of the Court of Directors.“ I Kno 
of no injunctions that the Court have laid on 
the Nabob, and I imagine the uſe of any offen- 
ſive terms or improper management on a ſubject 
of ſo delicate a nature, would be highly repre · 
henſible. I therefore vote for reſcinding the 
reſolution of the laſt Council, ſo far as regards 
the mode of executing the orders of the Coun- 
cil, but no farther. I agree to the motion, that 
the order be executed, but am for leaving the 
manner of doing it to the diſcretion of the Go- 
vernor General. From nathing that the Go- 
vernor General has urged in the courſe of the 
debate of yeſterday, do I perceive the leaſt diſ- 
poſition in him to decline the inſtructions which 

the Court of Directors have been pleaſed to give 

relative to a Naib Soubah. | 


| Governor Coat. With all the reſpe&t and 
fubmiſſion, which I owe and feel for the autho- 
rity of the Court of Directors, I muſt declare, 
that I ſhall not yield, even to that authority, in 
any inſtance, in which 1 it ſhall require my con- 
ceſſion 


11 41 


| _ of the rights which 1 hold vßder an n ac 
of Parliament. Thoſe rights are formal obli- 
gations, with which I am not permitted to diſ- 
penſe; neither can I optionally relinquiſh my 
own claim to a practice which was followed by 
Mr. Francis himſelf, when he formed one of the 
majority of the Council, and which receives the 
approbation of the Court of Directors them- 
ſelves. I acknowledge the obligation I owe to 
Mr. F rancis for the trouble he has taken in 
helping me to one inftance in conſultations 
14th September 1775, in which a reſolution” 
paſſed a at the preceding conſultations, which was 
_ contrary to the ſenſe and general tenor of the 
_ meaſures propoſed by the ruling members of the 
Board, was reſcinded by a following motion, for- 
mally introduced and made by myſelf. If 
this mode is illegal or irregular, it was equally 
ſo as at that time; but Mr. Francis then made 
no objection to it, but, in the opinion deli- 
vered upon my motion, ſimply ſaid, He thought 
the order ſhould be repeated. W recollect alſo, 
that in a ſimilar inſtance motions were made, 
either by Mr. Francis or by the other members 
of the majority in concert with him, for read- 
ing and confirming the proceedings held by 
them during the abſence of Mr. Barwell and my- 
ſelf, both in this and in the revenue department.” 
: 1 will not take up the time of the Board in look- 
ing out for the inſtances, but ſhall deſire the 
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ſecretary to annex them to this minute. The 


evident intent of theſe motions was to authen- 


ticate all the acts which were conſidered by the 


members of the majority as the legal acts of the 
Board, but were difputed and diſavowed by Mr. 
Barwell and myſelf; and, by obtaining fuch a 
formal approbation of them, to remove the ob. 
jections which had been made, or which might 
lie againſt their validity. Reſpecting the que- 
ſion now before the Board, I diſapprove of the 


Reſolution, as not being warranted by the Or- 


ders of the Court of Directors; and I think it 
would be diſingenuous and unjuſt in this Board 
to exceed the poſitive orders of the Company, 


2 in annulling a conceſſion made by them to the 
Wan and acknowledged as his due. 


"Mr. Francis. The Governor General has very 


fully proved a propofition which has never been 
diſputed ; that a reſolution taken at one Board 
may be reverſed at the next. I muſt have loſt 
my memory and my ſenſes if 1 had denied it. 
I do not make profeſſion of ſuch extraordinary 
candour, as to furniſh an opponent with argu- 
ments againſt myſelf. In pointing out to the 
Governor General the conſultation of the 15th 
September 1775, I meant to give him an in- 


ſtance in point, which 1 thought eſtabliſhed a 


- concluſion directly the reverſe of that which he 
has drawn from it. The Court of Directors 
will find, in the proceedings of that day, that I 
: entered a Tg and Proteſt * Reſolution 


n 8 


o 
: * 


Whether ſuch confirmation was neceſſary or not 


go”. 


taken at the preceding Council; but that L nei- 
ther diſputed its validity, nor propoſed to re- 
verſe, or even to reconſider it. The propoſition 
for that purpoſe came from the Governor Gene- 
ral himſelf, and was ſtrictiy regular and legal. 
It would have been in point had he proved that, 
in the caſe in queſtion, I inſiſted that the reſolu - 


tion of the preceding day wanted the confirma- 
tion of the next, and that on that ground I had 


propoſed to reconſider it. With reſpect to the 
preſent queſtion, the inſtance proves nothing; . _ 


In the other examples quoted by the Governor 


General, and which I perfectly remember, the 


fact was this: The legality. of the ſeparate meet- 
ings held by General Clavering, Colonel Mon- 
ſon, and myſelf was expreſsly and formally de- 
nied. That reaſon alone, I preſume, induced 
General Clavering to propoſe, and Colonel Mon- 
ſon and myſelf to agree, that the reſolutions 
taken in ſuch ſeparate meetings ſhould; be con- 
firmed at the next full meeting of the Board. 


the example does not ſupport the Governor Ge- 
neral's argument. The queſtion now is, Whe- 


ther acts done at a meeting of the Board confeſ- _ 
ſedly regular and legal, require any ſubſequent 


confirmation; not, Whether ſuch meeting was 


or was not in itſelf legal. But, ſetting aſide this 


ſort of argument; precedents prove nothing 


| 1 15 a poſitive right, e where that 


right 
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right itſelf is not in iſſue, We may go on for 
any length of time, by negligence or agreement, 
in following forms which nobody regards. T'he 
queſtion is not fairly in iſſue, until they are for- 
mally inſiſted upon and denied, and ſome im- 
portant uſe attempted to be made of them. II 
the motion I made yeſterday did not correſpond 
with the Governor General's idea of the ſenſe of 
the Company's orders, I ſhould have held myſelf 
indebted to him for any amendment he might 
have thought fit to propoſe; and aſſuredly 1 
ſhould have given it the moſt reſpectful atten- 
tion. The profound ſilence he obſerved made 
it impoſſible for me to judge whether his objec- 
tion went to the whole of the motion, or to any 
part of it, or merely to the form propoſed of Cars 
rying the PIETY: 5 ofiiers | into ee 


e General. 8 Wubts were en- 
tertained of the legality of the acts done by a 
part of the Board, after my declaration of the 
diſſdlution of the actual meeting, theſe doubts 
were not entertained by Mr. Francis, who de- 
clared che acts to be legal; therefore, with 
reſpect to him, the ſubſequent motion and order, 
to read and approve their proceedings, could not 
be conſtrued as intended to give them that le- 

gality which they wanted, though they might be 
covertly intended ſo, by the application of an 
ancient conſtitutional n to that effect. But 

1 will 
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I will here N my part of the argument, fince | 
I perceive that we diſpute only on words, 
Mr. Francis admitting that a reſolution taken 
at one Board may be reverſed; at the next! © 
offer to his option that motion which 1 have 
already made, or the motion which I now-make, 
That the former reſolution; be reverſed, And 1 
hereby declare my opinion for reverſing the 
former reſolution. Mr. Barwell has already 
done it in terms, I: confeſs that in this pro- 
poſal I am irregular, but I had rather incur that 
imputation than ſuffer the time of the Board to 
be any longer waſted 98. a e ad 4 POR 
Ape. i | / 


In this Chee 1 f well bes late to „erte ah | 
own. conduct with Mr. ede ar. ſirice 
yernment, F e never, in one e fingle U 
if 1 may truſt to my on memory, and the 
fulleſt conviction of what I aſſert, deſcended to 
a practice which I ſhould have held unworthy 
of my own principles, of which I have had too 
frequent occaſion to complain in Mr. Francis, 
by taking the advantage of an occaſional and 
accidental majority to carry any meaſure con- 
trary to the ſenſe of the ruling members, Even 
in the firſt inſtance, which I have quoted, 1 
introduced a queſtion, for the ſake of giving 
conſiſtency to the orders of the Board, although _ 
it was productive, and ſo intended, of the repeal 
E "ui 
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of a reſolution of the Board, "which had received 
17 concurrence 1 the former meeting ke ir, | 


Iv. "Frente 1 object to hook: the motions, 
5 though for different reaſons, ' I object to rever- 


ſing the reſolution of the laſt Board, becauſe 1 ” 


deem it a moſt unwarrantable exerciſe of a power, 
the exiſtence of which J am obliged to admit. 
No ſpecific reaſon is yet aſſigned for it. To 
the latter part of the Governor General's laſt 
minute I ſhall only ſay, that I hope 1 ſhall not 
always ſuffer in a compariſon between his prin- 
ciples of action and mine. If he has had to 
Frequent occaſion; to complain of my taking ad- 
vantage of accidental majorities, the word fre. 
dquent muſt refer to more inſtances than two. 
It will reſt with him to produce more inſtances, 
if there are any. I myſelf know of none, in 
which he has loſt any queſtion by Mr. Barwell's 
abſence, but that of the one before us, and the 
former one of the 2d of March 1778, on the 


ſame ſubject, The reſolution which the Go- 


vernor General propoſed to have reconfidered on 
the 14th of Sept. 1775, interrupted a feries of 
meaſures formed on a different principle. I 
think he did right in propofing to reconſider it. 


This is a ſingle act, which has no connection 
with any ating elſe. : | 


| . That the reſolution of ks be 
reverſed, | 


7 5 27 . 3 
2 be Orient Cera moves, « That 10 le plat 
<« ſure of the Court of Directors, ſignified in 
the 2oth Paragraph of the general letter f 
* the 4th February laſt, and the aſſurance therein 
directed to be given to Mahomed Reza Cawn, 
<« be communicated to the Nabob Mobareck 
«ul Dowlak: i in He orgs 50 the general letter. # 
Mr. . I le no objektion to the mo. 
tion as far as it goes; but, if the communica- 
tion of the Company's intentions be not accom- 
panied by a formal requiſition from this govern- 
ment, it is not impoſſible that they may be de- 
feated. I therefore move the following addition 
to the motion, That the Governor General be 
* requeſted to ſignify to the Nabob Mobareck 
& ul Dowlah, in the uſual form, the requiſition 
4 of the Governor General and Council, for his 
immediate compliance with the pleaſure of 
“ the Court of Bene 1 | 
Mr. Wheehr. J agree to the motion, and like- | 
wiſe to the ren.” hl 
Mr. Barwell. I agree to the motion. 1 carl | 
not be a judge of the terms that Mr. F rancis 
would have uſed in the letter propoſed to be 
written by the Governor General to the Nabel 
from the general terms in which his amendment 
is expreſſed. The Governor General can have 
os E 2 „5 
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deen 


no A to 1 the terms, in which 
he makes the communication of the Company's 
ſentiments to the Nabob and Mahomed Reza 
Cawn, to the Board before the letters ſhall be 
ſent. If thoſe are at all defective, ſuch addi- 
tions may be propoſed to them, as, in the judg- 


7 ment of any of the members, may appear neceſ- 


fary. I think Mr. Francis is premature in fol- 
lowing the Governor General's motion with 


another. It ſeems to ſpeak ſome preknowledge 
of the difficulties to which our government is 
ſubjected, and that no ſmall degree of coercion 


muſt neceſſarily ſupport the recommendations 


of the Company. I give my vote ſimply for 
the Governor General's motion, reſerving my 
Opinion for any amendments that may. be offered 


to the letters propoſed to be written, when ſuch 
are offered in preciſe terms, as eſſential to anſwer 
the intentions of the Company's. and conũſtent | 


Mith thoſe intentions. 


Mr. Francis. The motion is confined to a 
bare communication of the Company's orders ; 
how it may operate I do not know; but, as 
this government is the medium through which 


all the Company's orders are carried into execu- 


n, it ſeems to me unuſual at leaſt, to leave 
them, in this ſingle inſtance, to execute them- 
lyes. As for the reſt, I have no diſtruſt of 


b, and hope he will comply with them. 


Governor 


1 « 29 J Oe 
Governor General. I agree. to che queſtion. 
1 object to the amendment. My reaſons have 
been aſſigned in the K minutes; I wil 
not thererore repeat them. e 


| Reſubved, In the terms of the Governor Ge. 
. motion. 8 i 


Copy of a Letter propoſed by the Governor General | 
to be written 10 the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowla, 
«A Letter having been received figs the 

„ Honourable Court of Directors by the ſhip 

„lately arrived from Europe, in which they 

have thought proper to ſignify their pleaſure, 

“that Mahomed Reza Khan be immediately 
4 reſtored to the office of Naib Subah, and to 
direct that he be again aſſured of the continu- 
e ance of their favor, ſo. long as a firm attach - 

„ ment to the intereſt of the Company, and a 

« proper Diſcharge of the Duties of his ſtation 

e ſhall render him worthy of their prote&ion ;* 

it becomes my duty therefore, in compliance 

with their orders, to communicate 8 __ to 

your . 


The ſame to Mahomed Han Khan, mutatis 
mutandis. | | 


24 November, 1779. 


* 


Mr. Francis, 


1 


Mr. . 1 do not diſapprove of che 17. i 
ter to the Nabob Mobarek ul Dowla, as far as 
it goes, except that the whole of the laſt para- 
graph of the Company's Letter of the 4th of Fe- 
bruary ſhould be recited in it. But I think that 
this recital ſhould be followed by a formal re- 


gquiſition on the part of the Governor General 


and Council, demanding his compliance with the 
Company's pleaſure. I have no perſonal diſtruſt 
of the Nabob, but he is too young and inexpe- 
rienced to judge for himſelf; nor am I ſure that 
very dangerous advice may not be given him by 
ſome perſons immediately intereſted in the ar- 
rangement of Mahomed Reza Cawn's offices and 
ſalary. The communication of the Company's | 
pleaſure,” in its preſent form, appears to me ir- 
regular, and I believe it to be wholly unprece- - 
dented. The authority of the Court of Direc- 
tors over the government of theſe provinces 
(which in effect is that of the nation over a de- 
pendent dominion) does not act directly and 
immediately on the things or perſons ſubject to 
it in India, but always through the medium of 
their local repreſentatives. The omiſſion of the 
uſe of this medium, in a ſingle and in ſo remark. 
able an inſtance, may poſſibly ſuggeſt to the 
Nabob or his adviſers, that there is a reluctance 
in the Governor General and Council to exe- 


cute the Company” 8 orders, and furniſh them 


"wy 


Fs 


with ſome formal. pretence for not ein : 
wich Yew, eee, | would: n We IM : 


bs or theſe reaſons I derm os —_ hiatus 


eſſentially defective and OP eng and am 
den againſt i 16, Be D5W 
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Tranſlation of @ Letter from the. Nabob Moba 
reck ul Dowlab, incloſed in a Leiter from the 
Yi Reſident. at the. Durbar, Aated the nn ond | 
received the 12th 4 Her 779. iq 


; 1 lane been 8 5 your bann e 
ter under date the 21ſt of Zecaide. 


iQ write, «that a letter has yo lately re- 
. ceived from the Court of Directors, expreſ- 
6 ſing their pleaſure that the Nabob Maho- 


med Reza Khan be reſtored to the office of | 
* Naib Subah. 5 


MU Patron / When the aforeſaid” Nabob was 
firſt appointed to the Naib Subahſhip, it was en- 
tirely on this account, that by reaſon of my 
tender age I could not tranſact my own affairs 
in perſon, but required the aſſiſtance of a Naib. 
When I became of age there was no further oc- 
caſion for a Naib, and I accordingly wrote you 
on the ſubject, and informed you that I would 


take | 


411 


1 
take on myſelf the management of my own 
affairs, and had no further uſe for a Naib; and 
as this was perfectly reaſonable, you, in council, 
gave your ſanction thereto, and favoured me 
with a letter, authorizing me to take the admi- 


niſtration on'myſelf} and to diſmiſs the ſaid Na- 


bob, which was accordingly done; and from 
that time to the preſent, the affairs of the Ni- 
zamut, Foujedaree, and Adaulet dependant on 
the Nizamut have been conducted on that plan 
by my authority. The letter lately received 
from the Court of Directors, ſignifying their 
pleaſure that the ſaid Nabob be reſtored to the 
Naib Subahſhip, fills me with the greateſt. aſto- 
niſhment, nor can I penetrate the motive of it. 
Perhaps the circumſtance of my having arrived 

at years of maturity has not yet reached the ears 
of the Court of Directors in Europe; and not- 

withſtanding the number of children and de- 

pendents which I have, they {fill reckon me an 
infant; otherwiſe would they have determined 
to place my family under the authority of ano- 
ther, and written you for that purpoſe? In a 
word, it was neceſſary that I ſhould: inform you 
of my ſituation, which I formerly did; and it 
depended on you to tranſmit ſuch information to 
the Court of Directors. 1 | 


I᷑1 is notorious that the meaneſt of the pl 
will not admit of the authority of a ſtranger in 
their antes, how can it hen be expected of 


I | me? 


D 


. 


me? LD — I adouniſter the affairs of the 
Nizamut, which are in fact the affairs of my | 
0 family, by my own authority, and ſhall, * 
ſo; and I can never, on any acequnt, agree to 
the appointr of the ſaid Nabob to t the Ys LA 
Subahſhip, which wo uld bring the gleateſt di 


© honour, .diſgrace, and contempt. on me. I wi 1 5 
never, of my own conſent, admit the ſaid Nabob, 


to any authority in the affairs of the Nizamut, | 
Foujedaree, and Adawlet, dependant on the 
Nizamut; and from motives of juſtice I expect, 
that regarding the rights which my late father 
is allowed to have had on the Company, vo 
will never conſent that any compulſion be ꝑut 
in practice againſt me on account of this huſi- 
neſs, and that you will uſe every means for the 
e of m erer, e Ak Signity. 1 


l Re 


* Cam 16th Besen ine. 


Read the jean from Mobareck ul Dowlah. 
and Mahomed, Reza Khan, 


42 


Mr. Francis, I muſt requeſt the attention of 

the Board to a ſhort recapitulation of the prin- 
cipal ſteps taken, and declarations made by the 
Nabob and by this government, in relation to 
the removal of Mahomed Reza Khan, and to 

the ſucceeding diſtribution of the ſeveral n_ 

92 2 * GAL ALTER | 1 . 
11 „ | 515 7 
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"ha A letter received from the Nabob on e 4 
i 55 of November 1777, he deſires, That 
N Munny Begum may be allowed to take on Z 
4 herſelf the adminiſtration of the affairs of the 

4 Nizamut, without the interference of any other 

« perſon whatever; and adds that, *'by this 
= the Governor ow give wm” e wes 
* faftion,” een e bet 


9 1 th "iS next x letter, = defires * & _ Mahoined 
Reza Khan may be removed,” and expreſſes his 
hopes that, ag he himſelf is now come to years | 
af maturity, and by the bleſſing: of God is 
4 not ſo devoid of underftanding as to be in- 
„ capable of conducting his own affairs, the 
« Governor will give him the management of 
the affairs of the Nizamut, and of his own 
'« houſehold, together with the adminiſtration / 
of the Adawlet and Phouzdarry.” As the 
Court of Directors themſelves have fully diſcuſ- 
_ fed the claims and pretenſions ſtated in this let- 
ter, 1 ſhall not attempt to add wy ae to their 
obſcrvations thereupon. 


On the 7th of March 1978, a letter from - 
ee informs the Nabob, that it had been 
2 fagreed, that his Excellency being now arrived 
. at years of maturity, the control of his own 
& houſchold, and of the Courts dependent on 
the Nizamut and Phouzdarry, ſhould be placed · 
s jn his hands, and Mahomed Reza Khan was 
directed at the ſame time to reſign his autho- 
« rity t to the Nabob,” . i 
* 


. 885 3 


In a letter received from the Nabob, an the is 

Ath of May 1778, he ſays, £5 he: has made 
& choice of Sudder ul Hoc Khan to fill the fta- 

« tion of Naib of his Adawlet and Phouazdatry, 
« and of Raja Gourdoſs for the office of the _ 
« Nizamut; and deſires that Mahomed Reza 
<« Khan's ſalary may be divided betwe | 
two perſons and the two Begums.” On the 
requeſts contained in the letter, and immediatelß 
complied with, I have nothing to add to the 


Khan, on pretence of the Nabob's executing che 1175 

ſeveral offices himſelf, and immediately aſter- 
wards to appoint other perſons to execute thoſe 
offices, al 
able portion of the * AF annexed to them to 
" two: e maps 5 . * ener! 


$ 7 1 . 
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WL 1 ne foe Khan in A 3 Nied 6 

| September. 1778, ſays, His Highneſs himſelf” 

is not deficient in regard for me, but certain 
bad men haye gained an aſcendancy over his 
< temper; by whoſe inſtigation he acts.“ bes After | 
complaining of the flights he receives from the 
Nabob, he adds, Thps they, cauſe the Nabob 
+ to treat me ſometimes with indignity, at other 


« adviſe him; their view is, that by compelling 
me to. diſpleaſure at ſuch unworthy treatment, 
128 5 may force me either to relinquiſh my 

e 85 1 


- 


thoſe 3 


remarks ſtated in my minutes of the 7th of May 3 
1778, except chat there could not be a groſſer 
contradiction than firſt to remove Mahomed Reza 


nd at the ſame time to give a conſicſer- 


6 times with kindneſs, juſt as they think proper to | 


0 „ 1 


| «tation;! or to join with them and act FE their 

advice, and appoint creatures of their recom- 
0 thendatidn to the different offices; from Wien 
4. 3 might draw: ens to themſelves,” 


1 ee Ther: to = 7 W Sud. f 
as ul Hoc Khan ſays, The Begum's miniſters, 
6 before my arrival, with: the advice of their 

counſellots cauſed the Nabob en a receipt, 
4 in conſequence of which they received, at two 
+ Uferent- times, near 50,000 rupees in the 


4 name of the officers of the Adawlet, Phouz- 


, darty, &c. from the Company's Sircar; and 
* having drawn up an account current in the 
< manner they wiſhed, they got the N Nabob to 

| fg it, and then ſent it to me. In the ſame 

letter he aſſerts, that theſe people have the oi 
_bolrjmgeely in their power. 


On the 1ſt of September 1778, TOO 
Fa the Nabob, that it is highly expedient | 
that Sudder ul Hoe Khan ſhould have full con- 
ttol in all matters relative to his vice,” and the 
ſole appointment and diſmion of the Sudder 
and Mofuffil officers, and that his ſeal and | figna- 
tyre ſhould be authentic to all päpers havir 

tion t6 the bulineſs entruſted to him; J there. 
Jöſe ludimate to you that he ould appoint and 

Hliſtnifs all the officers under him, and that Four : 

| 1 mod bot ene In 4 one. 


- The Nabob, in A deer to the Gubener a 
cet 34 September 1778, ſays, . Agreenbly 


: 5 8 ka _ 


Do re- 5 


9 „ 1 


«to your * I have relitiquiſlied'all 8 
e with the affairs of the Phouadarry and Aüddwlet) 


© Jeavitig: the inttine tmarizgtment of them io Sade | 


der ul Hoc Khan's e 7 F 88 95 PPS 5055 5 


| * ul 7 5 Khan, in in a letter SAL 4 
Se tember, ſays,  Yatibar Ally Cann, Munny | 
4 14 5 's chief Eunuch, from the amount of the 
« Talaries of the officers of he Adawlet and Phouz- 
« darty, which before my arrival he had received | 
4 for 120 months from the Sircar, made dil- . 
6. bürſements according to to his own Mans He 5 
* Had befor cauſed the ſum of 74⁰⁰ f rüpees, on 


4 acctzünt bf the price bf fine and thy Paiſhete's 


* Nellaats, to a carried to account, and no 
6 continuallyfends a man to demand fłom ine 
« four thouſand three hundred and odd rupees, 
« x5 the Balance of the price öf Kellaats, and 
« conſtantly preſſes me ic take it frotti tut 
amount of the Talaries of the officers of 'the 
« Adawiler and Pheuzdarry; and ſend it to hith ; 
nd 1 mall be Under the nectfiity of comply | 
TG T geneden this for Four Infortmation? | 


Wh 5 „ General's letter to the Nabe 
dated the 10th. of October 1778, contains a re. 
preſentation ſo pointed, and ſo very juſt, of the 


fatal effects which had attended the Nabob's in- 


terfering in the adminiſtration of juſtice, that 1 
ſhall inſert it intire, but without any comment 
in 5 ee ne to ig ane" 

| 7”. 


2 1 


Ei 


22% At your Excellency's: hunt I ſent sud - | 
= aer ul Hoc Khan to take on him the adminiſtra- 
tion of the affairs of the Adawlet and Phouz 
darry, and hoped by that means not only to 
have given ſatis faction to your Excellency, but 
that, through his abilities and experience, theſe 
affairs would have been conducted in ſuch a 
manneß 4s to have ſecured the peace of the cbun-. 
try, and the happineſs of the people; and it is 
Vith the greateſt concern I learn, that this mea- 
ſure is ſo far from being attended with the expect · 
ed advantages, that the affairs both of the Phouz- 
darty and Adawlet are in the greateſt confuſion 
imaginable, and daily robbęfies and murders 
e e the ae, 190 
; A is evidently owing 5 1 of A pro- | 
| Per authority in the perſon appointed to ſuper- 
' intend them. L therefore addreſſed your Excel. 
| leney on che importance and delicacy of the 
affairs in queſtion, and of the geceſſity of lodging 
full power in the hands of the perſon choſen to 
adminiſter them. In reply to which, your Ex- 
celleney expreſſed ' ſentiments © coincident with 
1 mine; notwithſtanding which, your dependents 
d people, actuated by ſelfiſh and avaritious 
views, have, by their interferenee, ſo impeded the 
buſineſs, as to throw the whole country into a 
ſtate of confuſion, from which nothing can re- 
trie ve it but an unlimited power lodged in the 
hands of che ſuperintendant. I therefore requeſt 


12 84 23 


E 


| hiv your Excellehey will give che Rriſteſt*ins DR. 


junctions to all your dependents not to interfere 
in any manner with any matter relative to the | 


_ affairs of the Adawlet and Phouzdarry; and 


chat you will yourſelf relinquiſh all interference | 


therein, and leave them intirely 1 to the manage= 1 


ment of Sudder ul Hoe Khan. This is 'abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to reſtore the country to a ſtate 
of tranquillity: and if your Excellency has atly | 

plan to propoſe for the management of. the 
affairs in future, be pleaſed to communicate it to 
me, and every attention ſhall be paid to gie | 
your Excellency ſatisfaction. In the mean time; 
I have given directions to Sudder ul Hoc Khan | 
to take the ſole management of them into his 
on hands, and to apply aſſiduouſſy to the reſto-—- 
ration of tranquillity and good order in the coun- 


try: and I muſt requeſt that your Excellency will 5 


confirm them by ſimilar orders to him, otherwiſe 
a meaſure which I adopted at your Excellen- 
cy's requeſt, and with a view to your ſatiſ- 


flaction and the beneßt of tlie country, will be 


attended with 0 1 88 6 and , N 
eh on ma... = | 
ir : „ 48 ak > 

Brig wy jeje; cies [think 

it appears beyond diſpute, that the Nabob him- 
ſelf has hitherto been a mere cypher chrough 
the whole tranfastion, or rather an inſtrument, 
in the hands of Munny Begum and others, 
5 MENT by * and for their N * 5 


ca 


7 c 40 5 „„ 
| to. ict the removal of Mahomed. Nn 
Than: That theſe people have made a moſt dan- 
gerous and iniquitous uſe of the Nabob's name 
and authority, while they had hoth at their diſ- 
poſal: And that che Governor General himſelf 
Was convinced that the interference of the Na- 
bob, or of thoſe who acted for him in the affairs 
of the Nizamut, had been attended with the 
molt ruinous conſequences, which he accord- 
ingly endeavoured to obuiate, by direfting him 
not to concern himſelf in any ſhape in the con · 
duct of the buſineſs intruſted to the Naib 


ſerve, that his letters involve him in a very diſ- 
graceful dilemma, If I could believe it poſſible 

mat, freely, and of his own mere motion, he 
auld recommend, That Munny Begum ſhould 


dals on herſelf the management of the affairs of 


« the Nizamut, auithout the inter ference of any 
| # other perſon, that he ſhould in one letter 


deſire to conduct the affairs of the Nizamut 


himſelf, and in the next, that a Naib ſhould 
be appointed to conduct them for him, I 
Mould In little credit to the aſſertion. with 
which theſe requeſts are accompanied, viz. 
that be is not devoid of updertanding.” He 

may arrive at years of maturity; but if, at the 
age of twenty-one, he does not perceive the. folly 
and abjurdic af eb. ae and ec 


_ contradictions, 


© m - 
 contradigions, I ſhould deſpair of FO exet 
arriving at years of diſcretion. On he; other 
hand, if theſe letters are written for him, which. 


I am thoroughly ſatisfied. is the gaſe if he has 


no will of his own, and if, the rights and autho- 
rities demanded in his name are in reality to des. 


volve to Munny Begum, to her chief eunuch, 5 


and to the other perſons of whole. miſconduct 5 
the late Naib Subadar made ſo many complaints 


to the Governor, what opinion are we to enters 
rain of his Excellency? 8 underſtanding and veras 
city; or on what ground can we commit the 

management of ſuch important affairs to a young 
man ſo dependant on Munny Begum, and evi- 
3 ſo ee of OR or 00S: for- 
5 himſelf 7 


I now e to ail laſt orders from the 3 
Court of Directors: they conſider the whole 
ſubject in the ſame light that I do; they ac- 
knowledge no right of inherifance in the Na- 
bob: they underſtand every oſtenſible acceſſion 
to his power as a real one to that of Munny 
Begum: they deem it for the welfare of the 
country that the office of Naib Subadar ſhould 
be continued; and they poſitively direct us 
forthwith to Ngnify to the Nabob their pleaſure, 


that Mahomed Reza Khan | be e 
deſtored to it. „ | 


But ea: PEA 52 A ae 
| knowledge of the. facts, end were perfe&tly 
G acquainted 


n 2 


* * 
bs 4 3 | 2 
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 acquairited with all the characters, they 

tainly were 1 
. a caſe as now exiſts, of they would have pfo- 
_ vided againſt it. They did not foreſee that 


their poſitive orders would not be inforced by 
this government, or that ſuch orders would be 


diſobeyed. When they read the Nabob's late 
letters, the falſe and frivolous pretences on which 


be ventures to counteract and defeat an arrange- | 
Ment which the. Company have deemed neceſ- 


mary for the welfare of the country will aſtoniſh 


them 110 lefs than ( our EPs | in ſuch. pre- 
tences. 


- bit; 3 He 75 « „ that Au had ech writ- 


* ten to the Governor that he had no farther 
hos occafion for a Naib, and would himſelf 


* conduct his own on: > And he allerts, that 
firice the diſmiſfion of Mahomed Reza Khan to 


the preſent time, the buſineſs had been con- 


ducted under his owh immediate direction. Is 


© i poſſible he ſhould forget, that in conſequence 
of Sudder ul Hoc Khan's appointment, the Go- 


vernor had expreſsly required him not to inter- 
fere, and that the Nabob had thereupon relin- 
quiſhed all concern with the affairs of the Fouz- 


| darry and Adawlet, ang left the entire manage- 


„ „ CT 


his next letter he talks of the rights of his de- 


ceaſed father, as well as his own, as if the office 
of Nazim were hereditary. He talks of his 


11 


ao on 2 as if he be by fams 
other title than their friendſhip and prötection; 


or, as if either he or his father had any right 
bow the Sybadary, 4 8 what they derived from 


4 $ 


2 He 15 he never will a0. | 
Mahomed Reza Khan 20 poſſeſs any degree © 
of authority 3 in his family s and. chat as, See 


the management of the. buſinebs.. 15 his laſt lep- | 
ter he obſerves, that. Mahomed. Reza Khan was | 
at firſt, appointed on account of his, the Nabob's, 
tender age, Which required the aſſiſtange of a2 
Naib; forgetting not only that a Naib Subadar 
Was appointed, and the office executed without 


eden, during the BOYFromens of his Pede 


about a year ago, to 0 the appointment af Sudder 
ul Hoc Khan; and that the latter continued to 


execute his ſeveral. offices till his death, with 
powers totally and avowedly independent of the 
Nabob : he forgets, or perhape he daes not 
know, that the treaty of March, 1770, by which 
alone his rights, whatever they may de, were 
created, provides for the appointment of a Nab 
of the provinces, to be inveſted with the manage- 
ment of affairs; and that this Naib was ap- 
pointed at the inſtance of the Governor and 
Gentlemen of the Council. In the ſame letter 
the Nabob declares, that he adminiſters tlie 
affairy of the Nizamut y bis own n. and 


G 2 255 ſhall 


s wt 
| hall do ſo; and chat he never can, on 5 


count, agree to the appointment of Mahomed 
"ts qa to > the Naib ene P 
be weren General's 1000 of th che toth of 
October, 1778, will ſhew the Company. not 
only in what manner this important buſineſs 1 is 
likely to be conducted, and what opinion the 
Governor General himſelf entertains of the Na- 
bob's capacity, but that neither were his ſup- 
poſed” rights a the maturity of his age 
attended to at that time, nor his perſonal i incli- 
nations conſulted. Notwirhſtanding all his 
ce aims to the Phouzdarry and Adawlet, the Go- 
vernors pleaſure diveſted him of both, and left 
him without an option. T heſe, however, are 
not the firſt and immediate objects of con- 
ſderation. A new and unexpected queſtion is 
no before us. The Company's orders are dif- 
obeyed on pretended principles, which ſuppoſe | 
the exiſtence of an authority in theſe provinces | 
independent of the authority of Great Britain 
over them, That of the Court of Directors is the 
only medium by whieh the ſubjection of Bengal 
0 Great Britain is held and ſecured. In oppo- 
ſition o it the Nabob declares, that be af7s by 
his gun puthority,, and ſhall: continue 10 do fo. 1 
go not know what name the law will give to diſ- 
Obedience of. the Company's lawful e by 


„ 


a ayoned by ourſelves, 3 not be les 
£2” I RE ds eriminal, 
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2 evvnina and in its conſequences leſs dangerous, 7 
tan under the form which it now aſſumes 7 but 
every man muſt ſee which way the preſent 
example leads, and what uſe may be made of it. 
If ſome vigorous meaſure be not immediately _ 
taken by the Company to diſarm the Nabob of 
all means of reſiſtance, or at leaſt to deter him 
from attempting it again, their dominion over 
Bengal is not ſecure. I am ſorry this inexperi- 
enced young man ſhould have been ſo unhappily 
adviſed. He does not know on what dangerous 
ground he treads... He forgets himſelf 00 
groſsly when he diſobeys the Company's. poſi- 
* tive orders, and in the ſame breath tells the 
| Governor General, < You are the maſter and my 
-</patron; and I can take no ene 


© feſt communicating in on your?” 8 50 


The Company r ebuüder er this 
avowed diſtinction between them and their local 
: repreſentative be not. ſomething more than diſ- 
reſpectful; or whether their injunctions would 
have been. lighted if they had been accompa- 
nied by the uſual and proper requiſition, on the 
part of the Governor General and Council, 
which 1 repeatedly recommended without ſuc- 
ceſs, Other and more alarming. reflections 
will naturally ſucceed, The oſtenſible ſhadow 
of the Nabob's authority may in time find a 
ſubſtance to ſupport it. If the ſpirit of party 
and e e ming | 
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partment of government, and through every 
other rank of life, mould reach to the 'Seapoys, 


it wauld be a painful, hut not 2 difficult, - taſk, 


% count the few gemaining ſteps which lead 
inevitably from chat ſtate of things to final 
tiſſulutian. At hateyer diſtance that danger 


may appear to be, yet, if che courſe r are in 
points diregtiy to it, I truſt that the wiſdom of 


the Company will not deem it unworthy of their 
instant conſideration. The ſame meaſures by : 


: which a great and im nent miſchief might have 


1 nerve ſufficient tocorreft or 


"0 4 vo Zlelon * 
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eee 10 be reſolved, That 4he 
preceding Jetier from the Nabob is highly diſſatiſ- 


factory to the Board; and that the Goyernor 


General be requeſted to ſignify the ſame to him, 


nd een in ien his nme tae 


e dean the wits 


"Ms. — W Ts was u ted = 
derive to the Company hy controuling the will 
of the Nabob, it might be a queſtion with me 
How far the occaſion would vindicate the com- 


pulſion propobed; but when no national bene- 
tit can accrue; nor is- ſtated; I cannot en wy | 


neden. b pee N en 


ieee Sante 1 ſhall;take 3 oboe 
fon as wy ſentiments at large on the ſub- 


1 1 
ject of this motion. For the preſent l all con- 
tent myſelf with declaring, that I have gone to 
the utmoſt lengths qr rhe eng, 


pany's orders, and by my ſenſe of . 
that I wall not t go beyond? them. 


* LE IO 
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The motion teſolved in the negatives. 3 


I. anti. Sitich it is tefvlved that the Board 
will not infiſt on the Nabob's compliance with 

the Company's otders, nothing is left for me 
but to move, as I now do, ttt the fultry zllotied 
by the Company out of their tevetite for the ſüp- 

port of the office of Naib Souba, ambunting to 
* three lack of ſieca rupees per annum, of ſo much 
| of it as was divided between Munny Begum, 

Baboo Beguin, Raja Gourdafs, and Sudder ul 
Hoc Caun may ceale, and be made à ſaving in 
the Company's treat from the 4 when 
Sudder * Hoc Khan died. On 


It is rhe Company's Property, and if it be 
not employed in the manner they difect, it ſhould 
not at leaſt be applied to amy other purpoſe. 


Mr. Ibeler. I agree 9 the ori. 


Mr. Barwell.. 1 muſt 9 that the fond 
from which this payment is made to the miniſ- 
ters of the Nabob be ſtated by t the Accomptant 
General before [ give my opinion on the motion. 


Governor General,” 1 object to the queſtion in 
the terms of it, but conſent to wait for the i in- 
formation e * Mr. Barwell. 

Minute 


CM 
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| Minit 1 c wo 208 b 1 779. 


Conſidered the motion made by Mr. Francis 
at the laſt conſultation, viz. | 


« That the falary allotted by the 3 
« out of their revenues, for the ſupport of the 
« office of Naib Soubah, amounting to three 
« Jacks. of ſicca rupees per annum, or ſo much 

« of it as was divided between Munny Begum, | 
2 Baboo Begum, Raja Gourdaſs, and Sudder 

< ul Hoc Khan may ceaſe, and be made 2 
« ſaving in the Company's treaſury from * 
« day when Sudder ul Hoc Khan died,” 


Alx. Barwell. By the letter received by Mr. 
Croftes, the charge of the Nizamut allowances 
appears to be defrayed by the Company. There 
was, I find, a certain fund, under the name of 
the Sinking Fund, eſtabliſhed upon the orders 
of the Company, limiting the perſonal charges 
of the Nabob to the ſum of ſixteen lacks, and 
reſerving ſicca rupees 15,81,860 per annum; 

and to this fund was charged certain demands 
_ againſt the Mogul government, which have ſince 
been totally liquidated, as will appear more par- 
ticularly by a ſtate of the fund which I have 
Juſt now received from Mr. Croftes, If it was 
Incumbent on the Nabob to diſcharge, out of the 
allowances made to him by our government, 
the different claims which appear to be ſtated in 
this account, I do not ſee any reaſon why the | 


Company 


"va Sf 


5 Company mould continue burthened wich cer 
tain expences, Which ariſe ſolely on the ſcore of 
his government; while thoſe means which he 
has of providing for the whole from his eſta- 
bliſhed allowances remain unapplied. By the 
preſent method it. appears to me that the ſavings 
ſtated in the Sinking Fund are made totally at 
the expence of the Company, becauſe the charges 
of the Nizamut, or country governinent depen- 
dant on the Soubah, inſtead of being diſburſed 
from the ſum allotted for the Soubah's govern- 
ment, are diſburſed from the Company's means, 
and the claim on the ſcore of the allowances 
fixed for the charges of the Soubah's govern- 
ment ſuffered to aechm ists to the exorbitant 
ſum of rupees, 90, o4, 188, 7, 4, as a debt due from 
the Company. This being the caſe, there appears 
to me an abſolute neceſſity to correct an error, 
which has led Mr. Francis into the idea that 
the diſburſements which are made by the Com- 
pany are made by them out of their revenues, for 
the ſupport of the office of Naib Soubah, 
amounting to three lacks of rupees per annum. 
While the Company hold this fund of 15,8 i, 860 
rupees per annum, of the ſum of 31, 81,860, 
which by treaty they expreſsly ſtipulate to pay 
for the ſupport of the Soubah's government, it 
is not juſt that they ſhould be charged with any 
expence to be diſburſed on that account. I 
therefore Move, © That all expences that have 
"3 * been incurred, or r ſhall | in future be incurred, 
7 IS” 3 


1 & 3 


*..0n,account. of the Nizamut;;or: country go⸗ 


«. yernment department, or the Soubah, be ſer 

* off, againſt the claims of the Soubah, for ſuch 
6 * part of the ſtipend or ſalary allotted for the 
« ſupport, of his government as has been re- 
6 tained by. government for this and other 5 


6 preſs. Purpoſes. directed by the Company. 


1 underſtan d the motion made by Mr. F rancis 


to have for: its object the compelling the Nabob, 


to accept of | Mahomed Reza Khan for his mini- 
: ſter, or to reſerve the. ſum which j is allotted as 


the due of Mahomed Reza Khan, to be diſpoſed 


of by che orders of the Company. This, motion 
being made on the preſumption that. the Niza 


mut officers are the officers of the Company, 


and i in the pay of the Company, . can only be ſup, 


ported upon that principle. I am therefore 


; t the ation, dee lee as Saree 


* 
4 


{3 


Mx. F rancis' 5 motion catried in the negative, 


. Francis, If 1 undefftand the preceding 
minute, the favings from which the Sinking 
F und“ therein mentioned Was conſtituted, Viz, 
11581, $60 ficca rupees per annum (accruing | 
fiace the time when the Penſion of the Nabob 
Mobareck ul Dowlah, as ſettled by ra titty | 


highly diſapproved c of by the Company, was re- 


. duced to 16 lacks by t cir poſitive orders) do 


* 4moyne of the falary non by the Company, 


not belong to the Company, and that"fomething 
will be gained by charging that fund with the 


out, 


TEL 


out of their own reVEnueg, for che ebend of 
the Naib Subadar. It is indifferent to me, and 


1 believe perfectly immsterial to the Company, 


in what way the accoupt. is ſtated. The charge, 
if diſburſed, comes out of the Company's, trea 


ſury; it is immediately paid out of — collec- 


tions of the diviſion n of Moorlhed, eb Rad, .AS. the 


: Company will fee by referring to ; our | etter go 
Nr. Martin, of the lith. of May, 1 770 6 


to underſtand that Mr. Barwell means to make 


Am 


tte Company debtol to the Nabob Wobareck U 


| Dowfah for the Amount of the above ſavings ; 
if he does, T Wiln it to be declared fo. in plain 


terms: they would by this time anden, as 1 


believe, to 112 lachs bf ficcà tipees If he does 


not, I cannot poſſibl * diſcover the b 5 
L 


or application of his motion. As for myſe 


5 the fact, and all r pretended wt. 


be deri ived from it. On t remainder of Mr. 


Barwelbs minute Ae is but little to be faid, - 


ſuppoling it true that a real effective country go- 
vernment now exiſted, and that the affairs of 


—3 


the Nizamut did of right fall under the imme- 6 


date adminiſtration of Mobareck ul Dowlah (all 
which is ſo manifeſtly contrary to the fact, that 


it will not bear an argument) 75 it would not 


follow that my aſt motion uglit to be rejected. 


The ſum which I propoſe to be reſerved is not 
divided among the officers of the Nizamut : Mr. 
Barwell ſurely did not conſider in what manner 
jt is actually diftributed; neither do I admit 


that my laſt motion had for its object /þe compet- 


„ 


FRET 
ling the Nuts 10 accept of Mahomed Reza xe haii 
for bis miniſter.” It could not poſſibly have that | 
effect; the point was already decided by a pre- 
ceding reſolution ; and if, as 1 conclude, the 
ſole object of the Nabob be to keep the amount 
of Mahomed Reza Khan's ſalary, and to diſtri- 
bute it among his family and dependents, our 
taking the money from him vill not tend to 


compel him to reinſtate Mahomed Reza Khan, 


by which he would equally loſe it. If that were 
the only alternative propoſed to him, he would 
certainly prefer the meaſure which freed him 
from the check of Mahomed Reza Khan's. au- 
Wer, and left every thing in his own n hands, 


I have faid the mode of ſtating the account 
Mr by Mr, Barwell is a matter of indif- 
ference in itſelf ; but as it implies a concluſion 
in which I * not concur, I am againſt the mo- 
tion, _ 


* p * * * g 
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